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1. On Friday, 16 September 1977, LCDR Broach received a 
lot lor from CO, National Naval Medical Center (NNMC) , 
addressed to CIIBUMED (Tab "A”). This letter advised that 
Mr. D. A. Purdy, Staff Counsel, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations (HSCA) had contacted NNMC requesting assis- 
tance in obtaining testimony from naval personnel who were 
involved with the autopsy on President Kennedy. Apparently 
some of the naval personnel were refusing to provide infor- 
mation to HSCA because they had received letters from their 
commanding officers confirming previous oral orders from 
the Surgeon General that they were to discuss with no one 
the events connected with their official duties on the 
evening of 22-23 November 1963 (the date of the Kennedy 
autopsy) . 

2. On 16 September, LCDR Broach called CAPT Miller, Direc- 
tor of Administrative Services, NNMC, to determine if NNMC 
had anything in its files concerning the background to the 
above order. The NNMC files contained no pertinent infor- 
mation other than copies of the letters to the naval person- 
nel confirming the oral orders. CAPT Miller advised that 
more information might be obtained from VADM George G. 
Burkley, MC, USN (Ret.), the White House Physician in 1963, 
and RADM Edward C. Kenney, MC, USN (Ret.), the Surgeon 
General in 1963. LCDR Broach was unable to make contact 
with either VADM Burkley or RADM Kenney on 16 September. 

3. On Thursday, 22 September, Mr. Purdy called LCDR Broach 
who was on TAD in Quantico , Virginia. Mr. Purdy said CBS 
News had informed 'the HSCA that they had seen a copy of a 
1963 letter from the Surgeon General to CDR J. J. Humes, 

MC, USN, now retired. CDR Humes was the Navy physician in 
charge of the Kennedy autopsy, and the letter in question 
allegedly gave CDR Humes various directions as to how he 

was to handle the autopsy report and other matters associated 
with the autopsy. Mr. Purdy said he had as yet beeen unable 
to locate a copy of the letter in the Archives records on 
the autopsy and wanted to know if BUMED had a copy in its 
files. LCDR Broach iidvised Mr. Purdy that BUMED files would 
be checked for the better to CDR Humes. LCDR Broach also 
advised Mr. Purdy that BUMED was attempting to determine the 
background to the order regarding comments by naval personnel 
involved in the Kennedy autopsy. 
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4. On 22 September, VADM Berkley called BUM ED end adv ii-.-a 
CDR Thompson, Executive Assistant to the Surgeon General , 
that he, as the White House Pliysj man , had gi ven the order 
for the naval personnel not to comment on their duties 
involving the autopsy. RADM Kenney's role in the trans- 
mission of this order is still not clear. 



5. On 27 September, LCDR Broaach called Mr. Liebrnan in OLA. 
in order to have Mr. Purdy rechannel HSCA inquiries through 
OLA. On 28 September, CDR Averna, OLA, and LCDR Broach 
discussed Mr. Purdy's contacts with BUMED/NNMC. OLA will 
handle all future contacts with Mr. Purdy and HSCA- 



6. Neither BUMED nor NNMC files contain copies of the autopsy 
results, allied papers, or materials associated with the 
autopsy. Letters in BUMED files (Tabs "B," "C," and "D") 
indicate that these materials were turned over to the White 
House Physician, VADM Burkley, after the autopsy was com- 
pleted. The role of the Secret Service in the transmittal 
of the documents, as mentioned in Tab "D," is not clear; 
however it is likely that the Secret Service probably delivered 
the materials from the autopsy team to VADM Burkley. More 
information is being sought in this regard. NNMC files con- 
tain copies of the letters to naval personnel confirming the 
previous oral orders from the Surgeon General restricting 
their discussion of their official duties in connection with 
the autopsy. These letters have been requested from NNMC 
and will be forwarded on receipt. Neither BUMED nor NNMC 
has a copy of the Surgeon General letter to CDR Humes con- 
cerning his handling of the autopsy report and other related 
matters. 
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